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Kelhe P1ckler stepped out of
her beachside villa and waved
to her waiting groom, Kyle
Jacobs, who was standing on
asandbar ankle-deep in the sea beyond.
But when her bare feet hit the sand, she
began running “as fast as a girl in a wed-
ding dress can go,” recalls Jacobs, 37,
who met her halfway. “She was the most
beautiful thing I've ever seen—I gave her
abig kiss before I was supposed to!”

Why not cast aside wedding con-
vention? The country star and her
songwriter beau had already ditched
their plans for a big Nashville ceremony
to elope to the private Jumby Bay resort
in Antigua, surprising even those clos-
est to them. “We were in the middle of
planning and realized, “This is not us,”
says Pickler, 24. “Our wedding was just
us and God, and it was the most beauti-
ful, sacred day of my life.”

With a first dance to a recording of
Vince Gill’s “Look at Us” and a seaside
dinner for two, it was a storybook wed-
ding day for a bride who comes from a
broken home. “Until Kyle came along,
I didn’t know if I believed in marriage,
but he’s showed me what love is sup-
posed to be,” says Pickler. “Now when
someone calls me Mrs. Jacobs, I feel
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