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While we may have & ways to go
ved before same sex couples begin
lining up at Tennessee courthouzes,
LUHT couples across the state are
Already aftiming the depth of their
relationships” in public events, Same
BE% I'I'I.ilrr'iil.l'_= 5 |.'|_1|1'|i11|._'.. hiat the =ame
sex wedding is already here

You don't even have to leave
Mashville 1o hold vour dream wedding,
even if you want an event on a grand
scale, as the December 13, 2014,
wedding of Josh “Sparkles™ Johnson
and Michael Popham demonstrates
Johnson 1= most widely known tor his
time on HGTW s *Dhesign Star®, bat
his carear encompasses design, music,
and modeling, He shares his pasgion for
music and his religion with Popham,
wha works in Corporate Trust Services
at US Bank in Mashwille.

Far iany ol the p¢l_'||'_||l: who
made this massive production of o
wedding possible, it was a first same
sex marriage. And yet at the end of the
d:l}-. i was like any other 1.\-'::;].:;1i|11;; Twa
propls in bove, swearing themszlves to
a partner, in a ceremony that reguired
herculean strength and patience 1o plan
and execule!

Far Johnson, a design expert
who is extremely detail oriented,
planning the wedding from LA, where
he's been living and working the Last
six years, was a significant challenge.
“I really was wiilizing everyone I knew
im Washville,” Johnzon said, “who had
experise io pull this off!?™ Popham
helped as he was able, but he said,
“Jash 15 the design and evenl person
and I'm a numbers person. [ just dad
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s | was told,” he added with a Logh,
“Thankfully he's so talented and
organized that, in the end, this fabulous
event, which was the best night of our
lives, cama togather beautifully,”
Johnson credits advanced

planning with is success. “We had
chosen the evenl years in
sadvonce fior its personal
significance, and
ilso because
of the date:
12713141
Josh said.
“Long
befor:
I even
ol into
hogating
vendors,
I began
1o design
I!|u: evenl Om
my own. And
with events of
this size, viou start
with the venue. ...
Given how important
music is 10 both of us, the Couniry
Mlnzic Hall of Fame wis a natural
choige.™

The Hall of Fame had many
strengths, besides its symbolic value
1o the two local mosic lovers, “We had
plenty of guzsts coming in from out of
o, so we definitely wanted a place
that could host both the service and
the reception, We dadn't want 1o make
people o out in the ¢old and move
across town. With the hotel attached,
andd the galening dong in-house, we
could do everythmg in one space.”
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There is something meaning ful
for the city about having one of the
most extravagant LGBT weddings
MWazhville has seen ai the Hall of Fame,
“There’s so much Chnstion snd Gospel
music heritage in that space,” Johnson
said, “and for themn to have a same

BE |11:erqu: i that 1l
defimnely opened a lot of

people’s eves, It was
p a s for a lod of
. people imvolved
M at the Hall of
Farne.™
“We were
A first for
a lot af
peeple,
though,™
Johnson
reflecied,
“I think
we were the
first LGRT
wedding for our
photographers, the

MeClellans, but we wers
such hig fans of their portfolio! And
they jumped rght in, and we never gol
the feeling working with us seemed
forsign to them.”

Parhaps most notable of all
first, the wedding was expenly
officinted by Rev. Stan Michell
of Graceffointe Church, Franklin,
Tennessee. GracePoinie was catapulied
into the mational gpotlight in 2002 by
church member Carne Underwood s
courageous commenis abowut her church
being gay (rigndly, The church and
its minster hove taken the lead among

evangelical churches, recently making
a trailblazing announcement of full
affimnation of its LGBT members
Jolnzon and Popham were henored and
marved that thedrs was the irst same-
sex wedding performed by their frisnd
and minister in Mashville, *The timing
ol our w;sdl,!lnl._'_._" F"u‘ph.:lnl said, “witl
the national evolution on the same-sax
marriage issue and the affinmation of
our persomil frignd and Graceloinie
Church was undoubtedly more than just
coincidental.”

Some of the most visible and
memuorable glements of the weadding
were provided by local celebmities. The
person Johnson worked with mosit was
Johnathan Kayne, the Nashville fashion
designer who appeared on Bravo's
*Project Runway*. “I've besn a fnend
of his for fifteen years,” Johnson saud.
“He produced all the wedding couture
far me and all the j_:ir|>_ and botl
maothers! He was behind the scenes
warking fo the last minute, Ten minuwies
betore the wedding he was there
making sure everyvthing was perfizc.”

The wedding cake was made
by Jay Qualls, Nashville's star baker,
whi has appeared on ARS" *The Tasie
and TLC's Next Gireat Haker, T met
with him, and we brainstormed and
designed the cake together,” Johnson
reparted, “He executed the whole
vision, and | trusted him a lor™

Behind the scenss was a
veritahle anmy of other vendors,
orpanized by wedding plannzr Angels

Profiitt, “She coordinatzd the event, and

all the vendors,” Johnson said. “She’s
Mashville based but works with Llarpe
events around the country, so she was

wery skilled and was v Bry msirumenial
im evervthing.”

Lighting was very important to
achieving Johnson's vision, given the
4.:I|:1I|¢n\._:-:5 ol the spaces al the Hall of
Fame. “Theare was a time when people
didn’t pay attention to lighting at a
wedding, but now it a huge thing,
begase it creates an ambience angd
bezuty in the space,” Mashville Event
Lighting implemenied the lighting
design. Johnson selected all the fahrics,
as well as the holiday décor, thar filled
the space wiith such ambiznce, and
Visual Elements execuled his vision,
construcling structures and frames for
the decorations, Southern Evenis and
Liberty Party Rentals provided linens
and other zssentials,

Johnson advises anyone planning
awedding, no matter the size, “IC vou
are detail oriented, or o perfectionist,
make sure that the people that you work
fior are as well)”" he said with a laugh.
“When thingz don’t come through
as vou picturad, or at all, it can be
hearibreaking. ™ But, he adds, focus on
what"s most important to vou, “For us
the beaury of the event and making it
memorable was more important that the
menu, for instance. We wanted fo creale
a visual memory for people who had
beEn Gh oair juurm::v weith s

Muost imporiantly, remember
your wedding lasts an evening, and
it really is about you! “Make sure
wau're enjeving it: “Everything is so
emadionally chorped becausz you are
in the presence of sveryone who's
st important 10 vou, people who will
mever he lut:r.elllzr in the same p|:u.:-: Fild
the same fime again, and they're there
to celebrate you.” So be sure to make
SOITHE ITHEMOTI S

TS NOT ONLY LITTLE GIRLS WHO DREAM
ABOUT THEIR WEDDING DAYS,” Johnson said.
LITTLE BOYS DO, 100"
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