Aunt Martha pides herseif
o being the choir direcioe of her
hometoen dwnch.  She touts that
she @n hit a 5 flar abowe a high € and @n
piay “How Great Thow Art™ in her sleen.

Alzhough Aun: Martha mey have a
distngueshed @lant, it dossn't make her
gualifies] 10 Sing in your weddng.

A& your big day gets dloser, problems will
anse, feshings will ger hurt, and decisons will
be made. Sut I promiss you 30 spare your
sanity by addressing conflicc with grace.

The conflict: ¥ou parents are paying for your
e, e YU MO S Mdromanaging
evenytung.

The compromise: Respec your parens’
opinions by acowiedging that they have a
voice, even I you don't agree with them. If
you're stnuggling to COMEe 10 AN Sgresment,
spealk 10 a thend party, and explore all options
where a fair decision can be made and
everyone fesls heand,

The mother of one bride once reguested that
her daughter wear a pair of ememald eamings
that had been in ther family for years. The
earings didn’t go with the olor scheme of
the wedding, bt the daughter agreed o wear
them in some of her bridal porraiis. Soth
mom and daughter were pleased!

The bowndary: ™o one deserves 10 be
disrespeced. If demands are being made,
refier badk to the compromise, and don't make
2 deasion while you're angry. Give yourself
time o ool down before addressing conflice,
and consult with your planner as necessany.

The conflikct: You want an inexpensive
destination wedding, but you don't want an
all-inCusve, Coe-CUDeT SVenT

The compromise: Afer vou evaluate your
options, discuss your deas with a planner and
speal 10 a Tavel agent, make Sure you've
done thomwgh reseanch before making any
Censons.

ise when. |
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The parents of one bride came w me about
planning a destination wedding, but their
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The mother-of-the-bride had read an ardde
onlne, but failed 1o realze = was writen by
a Tawel agency trying o promoe a specfic
t Though she was misinformed, 1
consulted with all parties involeed, and we

devsloped a budget wizh a lisz of must-haves,
and eliminated unnecessary dells that didn’t

add value I the owerall expenience.

The boundary: You don't want 10 exoeed
your budget becauss your expectations
aren't realistic. You @n stll have a unigus

expenence [ you keap an open mind and ge:

CMEOVE.

The conflict: You have a relatee who wans

o make your wedding cake for 250 guests.

The compromise: | wouldn't recommend

using Ciose friends or family members as your
primary wendors.  They usually don't have the

EXpENENE OF required hoenses,

When a relazve of one couple requesed to

make their ke, 1 went over the requiremens
of what neaded 0 be met. When the relative

realized how much work was involved, we
secied on having her make the top tier that
the couple would out into.  She was actually

relieved that so much pressure was taken off

of hert

The boundary: If family members siep up o

regues: halping out on your big day, remind
them that you'd rather enjoy thelr company
on your special occasion wizhout having to

put them to work. You would prafer that they

spend the day having fun wizh you!

The earrings didn't go with the color
scheme of the wedding, but the
daughter agreed to wear them in

some of her bridal portraits.

The conflict: You want to have an outdoor
wedding, but the weather is unpredictable.

The compromises: If you have secured a
Ieat source, a cooling source, a place for food
10 be prepared safely and an indoor backup
plan, you're ready to plan the rest of your
outdoor wedding. 1 could write an entire
artide on suocessful outdoor weddings {and 1
hawve) because my couples wera prepared!

The boundary: If a tent (= your only bade-up
plan to an outdoor wedding, you need m
redefine your expectations and consult with

a professional planner.  Shoroouts come with
UnExpected Surprses.

The conflict: Your wedding party is
struggling with what they're required to wear.

The compromise: It's difficult o coordinate
everyone's sizes, accessories and averall
appearance. More couples are hiring personal
attendants or wardrobe managers to answer
questions, filter reguests and keep your
wedding party on schedule.

The boundary: Communicate with your
wedding party about any costs involved. Mot
everyone will have the same budget, so if thay
aren't able to commit, you cn wark out a
plan that could still incude them.

They say that the devil is in the details, but
you shouldn't have t go through hell on your
waay o say, "I d0.” You can honor your family,
mis2 sound decisions, and respect yourself
without buming bridges and shedding tears.

Save the tissues for your guests. They1l need
them when you walk down the asle.



